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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 
Dear Families and Community Members, 
 

I hope that you had a relaxing and enjoyable March Break spent with family and 
friends. It has been a busy last couple of weeks at Thornlea with Interim reports being 
handed out on March 8

th
. If for some reason your child’s report did not find its way 

home, please let us know. Parents’ Night for semester two will take place on April 12
th
. 

 

We have had a lot to celebrate at Thornlea in the last few weeks. We have been hand-
ing out certificates the last couple of days for students on the Honour Role (80% or 
better on at least three subjects in semester one) and Principals list (90% or better on 
at least three subjects in semester one). The rest of the certificates will be handed out 
on Monday when we return from March Break in our homeroom classes. Congratula-
tions to all our winners for a job well done. Thornlea has also experienced a great deal 
of success in athletics from our winter sports programs. We would like to acknowledge 
the Sr. Girls Volleyball team for a great season and placing second in the YRAA finals. 
Congratulations to the Sr. Boys Basketball team for winning the YRAA championship 
for the second year in a row. On the Slopes we had a great year as well, congratula-
tions Alec Edwards for a great result in both the Slalom and Giant Slalom events at the 
provincial championship OFSAA. Our very own Vanessa Seto placed 5

th
 in the Slalom 

and 1
st
 in the Giant Slalom. In the pool Darren Huspeka placed third in the 50 metre fly 

and won gold in the 200 metre freestyle at OFSAA. We would also like to wish our Sr. 
Boys Prep Basketball team good luck as they prepare for the provincial playoffs at the 
University of Guelph after March Break. With the end of Winter (we hope it happens 
soon) spring sports will start. In the spring rugby, soccer, track and field, ultimate Fris-
bee and coed volleyball will be taking place. For more information, please contact our 
physical education department. 
 

The next big event at Thornlea will be the literacy test which will take place on April 
10

th
. On that date only those students writing the test will be in attendance (and our 

community class special education classes). To help prepare for the test we are run-
ning after school literacy classes for all our students Free of charge. If you have any 
questions about the classes or the test, please contact our literacy teacher Ms. Rai. 
Finally, I would like to announce that Thornlea has significant birthday approaching. 
Our school turns 50 and to celebrate we are having a reception and party on Saturday 
June 2

nd
. All are welcome more information to follow shortly. 

 
Warmest regards, 
 

Joe Foti 
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Salutations from the Guidance Department!  
  
Our team has been busy with providing our students with information about the University and 
College Application process, scholarship and community involvement hours and timetable re-
quests for 2nd semester and course requests for the 2018/19 school year. 
 
The Guidance Team this year consists of Ms. Lovleen Rai (ESL Counselor/Literacy Lead),  
Ms. Viviane Estafanos (French Immersion Counselor/AP Co-oridnator, F.I. Teacher), Ms. Julie 
Scott (Student Success), Ms. Maria Merecoulias (Student Success for ESL students).  
Mr. Nizam Alkins, Head of Guidance (Counselor) and Ms. Gail Burdett (Guidance Secretary). 
 
We also would like to announce the new process for making guidance appointments. First, 
please see Mrs. Burdett, our Guidance Secretary.  If any student would like to make an ap-
pointment with their “area” identified counselor (French Immersion, ESL, Other), they should 
come to the Guidance Office before school starts (8:30 to 8:45), during their lunch (11:30 to 
12:30), or after school (3:00 to 3:30) to make their appointment. 
 
The Ontario University Application Centre (OUAC) deadline has now passed.  Currently 189 
Thornlea students have applied.  We wish them all the best and will continue to answer their 
questions on the University selection process.  The next marks transmission for OUAC will be 
on April 26th.  
 
Guidance will continue to monitor and support the College application process.  Currently, 38 
Thonrlea students have applied. No PinCodes are distributed for College Applications; students 
will create their own on-line at www.ontariocolleges.ca. 
Please note that the “equal consideration” deadline has passed (Feb. 1st), but students can still 
apply.  The next marks transmission for OCAS will be on April 26th.  
 
College and University Spring Open Houses are a popular way for prospective students to visit 
various Post-Secondary Institutions and evaluate them prior to applying and/or choosing.  It is 
never too early to begin the search.  The Guidance Department encourages all students, espe-
cially in grades 11 and 12 to attend the open house program of any potential future Univer-
sity/College.  Please visit the University/College website to confirm Open House schedules dur-
ing March Break.  Spaces can be limited. 
 

Important Notice for all grade 12’s that have applied to OUAC for university! 

Your grades from semester one have been processed (on Feb. 9th) by OUAC and sent to the Universities to 

which you have applied.  Please log on to your online application in order to review your academic informa-

tion.  This verification is especially important if OUAC does not have a valid email address on file, or you 

are not able to receive emails from OUAC/your Universities because of a junk-mail setting with you inbox.  

If you see an error in your OUAC file, it is very important that you contact your Guidance Counselor as 

soon as possible to have it corrected. 

 

 
For Scholarship information, please make an appointment to see Ms. Rai in the Guidance of-
fice. 
We also have a handout in the Guidance office. 
 
Three great websites to find out more information on scholarships are: 

http://www.ontariocolleges.ca


9  

 
http://www.studentawards.com/ 
 
www.electronicinfo.ca/scholarships 
 
www.scholarshipscanada.com 

 
The Course Selection process for next year has begun!  We had our grade assem-
blies to provide information on this process.  The On-line course selection process 
deadline was Friday February 23rd.  After students selected their courses, they 
must click SUBMIT, and then PRINT, then get it SIGNED by a parent/guardian.  
Then they need to hand it in to their HOMEROOM teacher before March 1st; or if 
they have a spare period 1, to the Guidance Department.  Thank you. 
 
Our team has been extremely busy with providing our students with their course 
request for next year.  Please make sure your child has submitted a signed course 
selection form to their Homeroom Teacher or the Guidance Department.   
 
Next: A Course Selection Verification Sheet will be distributed after the March 
Break, at that time students can request a change on this sheet. 
 
 
We would also like to remind our learning community that there is a new process in place for 
Community Service Hours.  All students must complete 40 community hours to obtain their 
Ontario Secondary School Diploma.  The Guidance department must approve your com-
munity service opportunity before you start your hours.  Please see your counselor 
for approval.  Your service must be for a Not-For-Profit organization/event. 
 
We also would like to announce to all our grade 9 students.  Grade 9 students that complete 
their 40 community service hours in their grade 9 year will receive a special certificate of com-
pletion.   
For more information on volunteer opportunities, please come down to the Guidance Office 
and pick up a Community Service Hours form and please take a look at our “Volunteer Bul-
letin Board” for current opportunities to fulfill this Ministry of Education requirement. 
 
A reminder to all grade 12 students; that they should hand in their community ser-
vice hours before the next OUAC/OCAS transmission. 
 
 
Summer School registration through career cruising will begin late April/ early May. We will 
keep you posted. Thank you. 
 
Mr. Nizam Alkins, Head of Guidance and Career Education 

http://www.studentawards.com/
http://www.electronicinfo.ca/scholarships
http://www.scholarshipscanada.com
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https://markhamreview.com/thunder-takes-hoops-title/  

Posted by Stephen Sweet | Mar 7, 2018 |  

https://markhamreview.com/thunder-takes-hoops-title/
https://markhamreview.com/author/stephensweet/
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Junior girls volleyball team and their coaches,  
Ms. Bendavid and Ms. Estafanos, after winning 

2nd in their Home tournament on  
Friday Feb. 23rd.   
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Thornlea's very own Vanessa Seto and Alec Edward competed in the  
OFSAA Alpine Ski competition this past Monday and Tuesday at  

Blue Mountain. 
Both athletes finished with outstanding results. 

 
Alec Edward finished 26th out of 89 racers in the Slalom event and 27th 

out of 99 racers in the GS event. 
 

Vanessa Seto came 5th out of 105 racers in the Slalom event and drum 
roll please ..... 1st out of 116 racers in the GS event. 

 
A big congratulations to both athletes on their admirable accomplish-

ments.  Your team, coaches and school are very proud of you! 
 

Go Thunder! 
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On February 27-28, Darren Huspeka represented the Thornlea swim team 
at the OFSAA provincial swim championships in Windsor, Ontario. Back in 
December, he had qualified for the 200 metre freestyle and 50 metre but-
terfly by finishing in top spot at the YRAA divisional championships. Now it 
was his turn to compete against the best athletes in the province, and he 
did not disappoint. He brought back a gold medal in the 200 m freestyle, 
finishing several seconds ahead of his nearest competitor, and he won 
bronze in the 50 m fly, finishing just a fraction of a second behind the win-
ner. This is Darren's last competition for Thornlea, as he will be graduating 
in June. He has swum on the team throughout his entire high school ca-
reer, and this is certainly a fitting end. We wish Darren the best of luck in 
the future, as we thank him for his ef-
forts, and congratulate him on his 
successes! 
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Contribute to Strategic Planning at YRDSB - Upcoming Town Halls 

 

York Region District School Board is revisioning its Multi-Year Plan (MYP) and Board 

Improvement Plan for Student Achievement and Well-being. The Board of Trustees is 

responsible for setting the strategic direction of public education in York Region public schools. 

The MYP incorporates the direction established by the Trustees with feedback received from all 

stakeholders, and will inform decision making at the Board in the years to come. Town halls will 

be taking place across the region and feedback collected from families and community 

members will inform the creation of a new MYP. Your voice is important and your input and 

feedback will help York Region District School Board support student achievement and well-

being. There will also be other opportunities, including a survey available in April, to share your 

thoughts if you are unable to attend a town hall.  

 

Save the Date!   

 

TOWN HALL DATES AND TIMES LOCATIONS 

Monday, April 16, 2018 
7 - 9 p.m. 

Keswick High School 

100 Biscayne Blvd., Keswick 

Wednesday, April 18, 2018 
6 - 9 p.m. 

Markville Secondary School 
1000 Carlton Rd., Markham  

Sunday, April 22, 2018 
2 - 4 p.m. 

Sir William Mulock Secondary School 

705 Columbus Way, Newmarket 

Wednesday, April 25, 2018 
6 - 8 p.m. 

Maple High School 

50 Springside Rd., Maple 

Saturday, April 28, 2018 
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.  

Bayview Secondary School 

10077 Bayview Ave., Richmond Hill 
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 Community and International Education Services (CIES) will be offering the 
Summer Teach Abroad Student Volunteer Program again in 2018. 
  
This year, we are looking for 25 Grades 10 and 11 students holding Canadian passports, who would 
be interested in assisting ESL teachers in a high school setting in Taiwan, from July 20 to August 20, 
2018. 
  
The students will be accompanied by teachers from York Region District School Board who will be going 
to Taiwan to deliver English Summer Camp programs for Grades 7-8 students at various schools in 
Taiwan.  
  
Selected students will assist the YRDSB teachers in ESL classrooms on weekdays for 3 weeks and 
participate in a 1-week student exchange program with students from the New Taipei City Education 
Bureau.  Weekends, will consist of our students participating in specially designed sessions covering 
Taiwanese/Chinese Culture, excursions, and seminars about global issues. All students will be staying 
at the student residence at the Wesley Girls’ High School campus which has a fully equipped canteen 
and activity spaces.   
  
Students will be responsible for the cost of their own round-trip airfare and travel/medical insurance, 
approximately $2,200.00 CAD per person. Student will also be required pay a $500.00 CAD program 
fee. This program fee will cover the costs of student accommodations, some meals, Chinese/Taiwanese 
cultural sessions as well as 2 cultural excursions. 
  
Upon successful completion of this 4-week program, Community and International Education Services 
(CIES) will award all participating students with 100 community service hours.  

  
The Program looks for candidates who are: 

  Excellent leaders 
  Independent 
  Creative 
  Good communicators 

  Good role models 
  Flexible 
  Team players 
  Good ambassadors for Canada and YRDSB 

  
How to Apply: 

Principals will recommend a maximum of 5 candidates from their respective school.  These candidates 
will be notified by their school administration to submit the following documents to International 
Education Services by March 31, 2018: 

  Completed Application Form (Please see attached) 
  Copy of the student’s passport photo page 
  Resume  
  Recommendation from the Principal 
  1 Reference letter from his/her current teacher  

  
25 students from the list of recommended candidates will receive an invitation to attend an information 
session on Wednesday April 18, 2018 from 4:30pm to 6:00pm in the Cafeteria, at the Dr. Bette 
Stephenson Centre for Learning.   
  
For further information, please contact: 
  
            Ms. Eden Xiao 

Community & International Education Services 
Dr. Bette Stephenson Centre for Learning 
36 Regatta Avenue, Richmond Hill, Ontario L4E 4R1 
Tel: 905-884 2046 Ext. 259      Fax: 905-773 2406 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 March 30    Good Friday 
 April 2    Easter Monday 
 April 10    OSSLT  
 April 12    Parents’ Night 
 April 17    Term 1 Ends 
 April 17-20    One Act Play Festival 
 April 18    Term 2 Begins 
 April 19    Health & Wellness Thunder Thursday 
 April 19    France Trip Information Night  
 April 23    School Council Meeting 7:15pm 
 April 26    Mid-Term Reports Home 
 May 2    Health & Wellness Day 
 May 3    PROM 
 May 4    PA Day 
 May 21    Victoria Day (No School Today) 
 May 22    School Council Meeting 7:15pm 
 May 29-Jun 1   Alumni Theatre Show 
 June 2    Thornlea SS 50th Anniversary 
 June 11-13    Gr. 9 Math EQAO 
 June 20-26    EXAMS 
 June 27    Exam Review Day 
 June 28    Graduation 
 June 28-29    PA Day 
 
 
 

 FINAL REPORT CARDS MAILED HOME MID-JULY 

 
 
                 


